[Usefulness of the thoracoscopic surgery under local anesthesia and irrigation for the patient with Bacillus cereus empyema; report of a case].
The case was 54-year-old male with some risks such as chronic heart failure, atrial fibrillation, and liver chirrhosis. He was admitted because of severe back pain and diagnosed as empyema by preoperative thoracentesis. By thoracoscopic procedures under local anesthesia, fibrinopurulent tissues were cleaned as much as possible and 3 of chest tubes were replaced. The final diagnosis was Bacillus cereus pyothorax by bacterial cultures of pleural effusion. Intrathoracic cavity was cleaned with physiological saline solution. The patient made favorable progress and recovered. Thoracoscopic surgery under local anesthesia with thoracic irrigation was so effective and safe methods to control the infection.